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RESIDENTS QUESTION MWCD PLANS FOR SENECA LAKE
Concerns raised about threats posed by unconventional shale drilling

 
The Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District (MWCD) held a public meeting to tell local 
residents about its plans to lease land for horizontal, hydraulic fracturing (fracking) and sell 
water to service the massive amounts required by the industry. The meeting was held at the 
Secrest Center in Senecaville on October 17. The meeting was advertised to provide input 
opportunity to local residents, but many attendees observed that the conservancy district was 
determined to pursue leasing and water sales despite any questions or concerns presented.
 
Some property owners near the lake questioned how the conservancy district could affect 
property values and quality of life, possibly their health, without a vote of the local citizenry. 
The composition of the Conservancy Board was questioned, and citizens asked for a more 
accountable governing body. Dr. Peter Nara, a Seneca Lake cottage owner for the past 49 years, 
stated that MWCD has not demonstrated sound, long term economic watershed planning and 
management as it relates to its primary mission of controlling and conserving excess flood waters 
of its lakes. Steve Jansto of Senecaville stated that selling water and fracking the lake without 
public approval and consent is a human rights issue.
 
Lea Harper of the Southeast Ohio Alliance to Save Our Water, a local property owner, asked 
why the MWCD would expose Seneca Lake to contamination and local residents to degraded 
property values and negative health impacts without weighing those effects. She questioned 
if the MWCD would have to raise property taxes in the long run for remediation and if the 
temporary windfall profit would be worth it. Many others questioned how the MWCD would 
have the authority to undertake such risky endeavors, selling water that will be contaminated 
beyond any future use, creating a toxic waste disposal issue for the local community and others 
outside the watershed. It was pointed out that for the first time anyone can recall, emergency 
drinking water supplies for the City of Cambridge were needed this summer from Seneca Lake. 
It was questioned whether this had anything to do with Guernsey County Water and Sewer 
selling massive quantities of water for fracking from Wills Creek Reservoir.
 
The stark contrast between conservancy districts in Ohio and water protection efforts was noted. 
The Miami Conservancy District in Ohio testified in state legislative hearings this August 
to protect its aquifer from potential contamination from injection wells. With the MWCD in 
control of 20% of the state’s resources managing major reservoirs, the debate over selling water 
from Seneca Reservoir and drilling around it, causing potential contamination in the future, 
is a defining moment for Ohio. Will Ohioans eventually regret the destruction of freshwater 



supplies? Clendening and Leesville Reservoirs that have already been leased for fracking, and 
water is being sold from Piedmont and Tappan for MWCD profit. Many people who care about 
Ohio’s clean freshwater supplies question how water can be taken out of the hydrologic cycle 
forever and destroyed for any future use. Remaining water could potentially be contaminated 
in the future by seepage from long laterals left under reservoirs, connecting with existing 
abandoned mines and vertical wells or unknown fault pathways.
 
With the drought the state experienced this year and future projections of water shortages, there 
is now a national debate about water usage and waste creation by the unconventional shale 
drilling industry. There is a glut of gas now, while water shortages continue. Many people 
are questioning why the industry does not put a hold on drilling until better environmental 
protections are in place. States like New York and Maryland already have a moratorium in part 
because of the serious risk factors involved that need to be studied more thoroughly.
 
Because of the actions of the MWCD to serve the unconventional shale drilling industry rather 
than weigh the concerns of local residents and property tax payers, another Board meeting 
protest will take place in New Philadelphia tomorrow, October 19.  A press conference will 
follow at the Tuscarawas County Courthouse. Concerned citizens and representatives from Food 
and Water Watch, Stewards of the Land, Buckeye Forest Council, Sierra Club and Southeast 
Ohio Alliance to Save Our Water among others will appeal once again to the Conservancy Court 
judges and the MWCD Board to weigh documented risks before proceeding further with water 
sales or leasing public lands for fracking.
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The FreshWater Accountability Project is committed to preserving clean water and to pre-
empting possible environmental degradation while establishing accountability on behalf of those 
who may be detrimentally affected and deserve compensation if their water and quality of life 
are adversely affected by hydraulic fracturing activities, including injection wells and waste 
disposal, which also includes the spreading of “brine” (frack waste) on public roadways.
 

 
 

If you would like more information or to schedule an interview, please contact the FreshWater 
Accountability Project at 419-450-7042 or Alison at Food and Water Watch at 513-394-6257.
 
 
 


